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Course Description
During the last thirty years, Latin America has transformed from a region of military dictatorships to one dominated by popularly elected civilian regimes. In 1977, only Costa Rica, Venezuela, and Colombia qualified as “democratic” regimes. Today, only Cuba does not qualify as such. What factors explain this remarkable transformation? How well is democracy working in Latin America? What is the future of democracy in the region? 

This course answers such questions in a number of ways: First, we explore the history of the region to determine if democracy has any regional “roots.” Second, we examine the similarities—and differences—in how various countries moved from authoritarianism to democracy. Third, we consider social, economic, and other obstacles to democratic “consolidation” and/or “deepening.” Finally, we turn our attention to the region’s recent “left turn,” as countries throughout Latin America began voting in leftist leaders (e.g. Chávez in Venezuela, Lula in Brazil). Students should leave the course with an understanding of the forces shaping the region’s politics and knowledge about the politics and conditions in various countries.

This course is designed as an intermediate-level, political science elective course. I assume students are familiar with basic theories and concepts of comparative politics. If have not yet taken POL 102 (Introduction to Comparative Politics) or simply if you need a refresher, I suggest a reference such as the Concise Dictionary of Politics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003/2009). 

In addition to reading two core texts (neither is explicitly a traditional “textbook”), we will read a number of supplementary scholarly articles. These have been carefully selected to complement our core texts and highlight the main themes of the semester: the development of democracy in the region and the rise of the “new left” in Latin America. 

Additionally, a significant component of the course is a semester research paper on a country of your choice. Some details of the paper are provided below, and other details will be provided in class. For advice on how to write a research paper in political science, I highly recommend Lisa Baglione’s Writing a Research Paper in Political Science (Belmont, CA: Thomson, 2007).

Course Texts
The following books are required for this course:

Peeler, John. 2009. Building Democracy in Latin America, 3rd ed. Boulder: Lynne Rienner. 

Castañeda, Jorge G. and Marco A. Morales. 2008. Leftovers: Tales of the Two Latin American Lefts. London: Routledge.

Additional required readings are posted online and listed (by author, title) in the course schedule. 

Course Requirements

Below is a summary of the course requirements:

	
	Class Participation
	15%

	
	Map Quiz
	5%

	
	Research Proposal
	5%

	
	Research Paper
	20%

	
	Class Presentation
	5%

	
	In-Class Exams (x2)
	30%

	
	Final Exam
	20%

	
	Total
	100%


Participation. This is not a lecture-based class; active, engaging, and meaningful class participation is essential. I expect students to complete readings before the class for which they are assigned and come to class prepared to discuss them. In general, we will have two different kinds of class sessions: One is conversational-lectures, in which I will guide you through some concepts drawn from the readings, but at the same time I will ask students questions about the material. The other is discussion sessions. On days when we discuss a specific country, we will discuss how the country illustrates concepts and theories addressed in previous readings. 

You are expected to come to class each day prepared and ready to actively participate in class. Participation accounts for a significant portion of the semester grade (15%). Keep in mind that attendance is the same thing as participation. Active, meaningful participation involves answering questions that I pose to the class, raising interesting or relevant ideas for discussion, or even asking good questions about material you do not understand (you’ll be doing other students a service). To assist you with the readings, I will post reading guides online to help guide your reading.

Map Quiz. In order to study the politics of Latin America, you must know the geography of the region. Early in the semester you will take a map quiz worth 5% of your semester grade. I have posted a map of Latin America online, along with a blank map, to help you prepare for the quiz.

In-Class Exams. There are two in-class exams, in addition to an end-of-semester final exam. The first in-class exams will include a combination of long essay, short essay, and short answer identification. Each in-class exam is worth 15% of the semester grade and is meant to assess your grasp of important concepts, the relationships between them, and your ability to apply this knowledge. I will post a study guide with additional instructions in advance of each exam. 

Final Exam. The final exam is worth 20% of the semester grade; it is structured like the in-class exams (a combination of long essay, short essay, and short answer identification). The final exam will also include a matching section that will ask you to match the name of the Latin American leader (president) to his/her country.

Research Paper. You are required to write a research paper on a topic related to democracy in Latin America. The paper must be structured around a clearly defined research question and thesis statement, and it must use academic sources. Your paper should be a country study focusing on any Latin American country of your choice, but it should focus on causality (explaining “why”) rather simple description. A simple overview of government structures is not sufficient for a 300 level course; your paper should provide an original analysis. Begin thinking about your research paper early in the semester to give yourself time to develop ideas and seek assistance along the way.

The research paper must be 8-10 double-spaced pages, in 12-point Times New Roman, and with one-inch margins. Not included in the page count are: a cover page and a “References” page that lists all the sources cited in the paper following Chicago style conventions (a quick reference is available online: http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html). You must also use in-text, parenthetical notation for all citations. I highly encourage you to pick up the following book: Lisa Baglione, Writing a Research Paper in Political Science (Belmont, CA: Thomson, 2007). The research paper is worth 20% of the semester grade and is due on November 20, before the Thanksgiving break.

Research Prospectus. In addition to the research paper, you are required to write a brief research prospectus (2-3 double-spaced pages, in 12-point Times New Roman, and with 1-inch margins) related to your research paper. The prospectus should clearly specify your case selection (country), your research question, and a description of the theoretical framework or relevant literature you will use in your final research paper. The proposal must also include a reference bibliography with a minimum of five academic sources (scholarly books, book chapters, and peer-reviewed journal articles). You may use additional, non-academic sources (websites, newspapers, news magazines, etc.) as supplemental materials, but these cannot be used to substitute for academic sources. The research prospectus is worth 5% of the semester grade and is due on October 9. However, if your research question or list of sources is not appropriate, I will return the prospectus ungraded and you will need to resubmit it (multiple times, if necessary) until it is acceptable and receives a grade. I will not accept a final research paper unless you have received a grade on the prospectus.

You should proofread all written work prior to submission. Grammatical and spelling errors will negatively—perhaps significantly—lower your grade. All work must be submitted at the beginning of class on the date it is due. Late assignments are automatically docked one full letter grade (10% of the assignment grade) for each day late.

Research Presentation. You are required to give a brief presentation on your research paper to the class. The presentation must be both informative and engaging, and must fit a specific format: You must use PowerPoint (or another presentation software) to develop a slideshow presentation with seven slides presented in under five minutes. The presentation is worth 5% of the semester grade and will be scheduled during the week after the Thanksgiving break (November 30–December 4).

Course Workload
I expect you to spend (on average) about 5-7 hours per week outside of class.

Reading. I recommend spending at least as much time reading and preparing for class each week as the time you spend in class. In other words: about three hours. I recommend spending about one hour reading and taking notes (this will vary depending on your reading speed), plus 5-10 minutes reviewing your notes before class, and another 5-10 minutes reviewing your notes after each class. 

Exams. If you read consistently, take good notes and review them regularly, you can probably make do with about 1-2 hours studying for each exam.

Semester Research Project. I recommend spending another 2-3 hours per week on your semester research project. Try to set aside 15-20 minutes each day for working on your research project (e.g. a trip to the library, some time looking over a source, working on the outline, editing a paragraph). If you work on your project consistently throughout the semester, you will save yourself the stress of an “all-nighter” (and your work will be of higher quality).

Current Events. I also strong encourage you to follow current Latin American politics throughout the semester. There are many sources for good, current news on Latin America; here is a short list of recommendations:

The Economist (http://economist.com/world/americas/) 

The New York Times (http://nytimes.com/americas)

NACLA Report on the Americas (http://nacla.org)

Americas Quarterly (http://americasquarterly.org)

“The Latin Americanist” blog (http://ourlatinamerica.blogspot.com)

Additional Issues & Class Rules
I do not allow the use of cell phones, laptops, or other unapproved electronic devices in class. Additionally, reading newspapers, sleeping, or working on materials for another course is not permitted. Such behavior is inconsiderate to me and other students. If you are unable to actively attend class and participate, you should not attend class sessions.

You are expected to arrive on time and stay until class is over. If you will miss class or arrive late/leave early, you must notify me before class. I allow each student three “personal day” absences (for any purpose, including health or family emergencies). Any additional absences will result in an automatic half letter grade (5%) reduction from the final semester grade. This means that if you miss eight classes (beyond the three “personal days”) you will automatically fail the course. 

If you have a learning disability or other documented issues, please see me immediately so that we can make appropriate arrangements to help you meet the course requirements.

Email and/or Facebook have become the preferred way for students and faculty to communicate with each other outside of class. I will attempt to answer your messages promptly, but note that messages sent after 9 pm will not be answered until after 8 am the following day. Remember to keep your messages “professional” (e.g., use proper salutations, such as “Professor/Dr. Centellas”) and respectful. Be sure you check your university account (name@olemiss.edu) frequently. I will use that email address when sending important emails related to the course.

Political Science Grading Policy
Please note that grades lower than “C” in political science courses will not be counted toward the political science major.

Academic Integrity
You must follow the University of Mississippi’s Academic Discipline Policy. All student work is expected to be original; plagiarism (in any form) will not be tolerated. Students are also expected to behave in a respectful manner toward both the professor and other students. Violations will be subject to disciplinary action according to University policy, as specified in the University M Book.

Course Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Readings/Assignments

	1
	M 8/24
	Introduction
	

	
	W 8/26
	History: 1492-1880s
	Skidmore & Smith, Chapter 1 (online)

	
	F 8/28
	History: 1880s-1990s
	Skidmore & Smith, Chapter 2 (online)

	2
	M 8/31
	Issues of Democratic Theory
	Peeler, Chapter 1

	
	W 9/2
	Defining Democracy
	Schmitter & Karl, “What Democracy Is … and Is Not”

	
	F 9/4
	
	Map Quiz

	3
	M 9/7
	LABOR DAY—NO CLASS
	

	
	W 9/9
	Political Traditions
	Peeler, Chapter 2

	
	F 9/11
	Types of Constitutions
	Gargarella, “Latin American Constitutionalism”

Klein, “‘Social Constitutionalism’ in Latin America”

	4
	M 9/14
	Establishing Democracy
	Peeler, Chapter 3

	
	W 9/16
	Chile
	Uggla, “For a Few Senators More”

	
	F 9/18
	Nicaragua
	Leiken, “Old and New Politics in Managua”

	5
	M 9/21
	Stability & Consolidation
	Peeler, Chapter 4

	
	W 9/23
	Argentina & Uruguay 
	Schamis, “Crisis and Democratic Consolidation”

Cason, “Electoral Reform and Stability”

	
	F 9/25
	
	First in-class exam

	6
	M 9/28
	Democratic Crises
	Peeler, Chapter 5

	
	W 9/30
	The Andes
	Mainwaring, “Crisis of Representation”

	
	F 10/2
	Venezuela & Peru 
	Dietz & Myers, “From Thaw to Deluge”

	7
	M 10/5
	Latin American Today
	Peeler, Chapter 6

	
	W 10/7
	Issues of “Governance”
	Mainwaring & Scully, “Eight Lessons for Governance”

	
	F 10/9
	Public Opinion
	Lagos, “Latin America’s Diversity of Views”

Research prospectus due

	8
	M 10/12
	New Agendas for Democracy
	Peeler, Chapter 7

	
	W 10/14
	Indigenous Movements
	Van Cott, “Latin America’s Indigenous Peoples”

	
	F 10/16
	Women’s Rights
	Campo & Ricardo, “Women and Politics”

	9
	M 10/19
	
	Second in-class exam

	
	W 10/21
	Latin America’s “Left Turn”
	Leftovers, 1-41

	
	F 10/23
	Populism
	Roberts, “Latin America’s Populist Revival”

	10
	M 10/26
	Brazil
	Leftovers, 45-65

	
	W 10/28
	Chile
	Leftovers, 66-91

	
	F 10/30
	Uruguay
	Leftovers, 92-101

	11
	M 11/2
	Venezuela
	Leftovers, 105-128

	
	W 11/4
	Bolivia
	Barr, “Another Uncompleted Revolution”

	
	F 11/6
	Nicaragua
	McConnell, “Nicaragua’s Turning Point”

	12
	M 11/9
	Peru
	Leftovers, 129-150

	
	W 11/11
	Argentina
	Levitsky & Murillo, “From Kirchner to Kirchner”

	
	F 11/13
	Mexico
	Leftovers, 151-173

	13
	M 11/16
	The Future?
	Leftovers, 231-243

	
	W 11/18
	Paraguay 
	Abente-Brun, “The Unraveling of One-Party Rule”

	
	F 11/20
	Cuba


	Latell, “Confronting Fidel’s Legacy”

Research papers due

	
	11/23–11/27
	THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
	

	14
	M 11/30
	Student presentations
	

	
	W 12/2
	Student presentations
	

	
	F 12/4
	Student presentations
	

	Finals
	W 12/9
	
	Final Exam at 8 am


Additional Required Readings
The following is the list of additional required readings posted on the course website:

Abente-Brun, Diego. 2009. “Paraguay: The Unraveling of One-Party Rule.” Journal of Democracy 20 (1): 143-156.

Campo, Esther del and Juan Ricardo. 2005. “Women and Politics in Latin America: Perspectives and Limits of the Institutional Aspects of Women’s Political Representation.” Social Forces 83 (4): 1697-1725.

Cason, Jeffrey W. 2000. “Electoral Reform and Stability in Uruguay.” Journal of Democracy 11 (2): 85-98.

Dietz, Henry A. and David J. Myers. 2007. “From Thaw to Deluge: Party System Collapse in Venezuela and Peru.” LAPS 49 (2): 59-86.

Gargarella, Roberto. 2004. “Latin American Constitutionalism, 1810-60.” Latin American Research Review 39 (2): 141-153.

Klein, Herbert S. 1966. “‘Social Constitutionalism’ in Latin America: The Bolivian Experience of 1938.” The Americas 22 (3): 258-276.

Lagos Cruz-Coke, Marta. 2008. “Latin America’s Diversity of Views.” Journal of Democracy 19 (1): 111-125.

Latell, Brian. 2007. “Raul Castro: Confronting Fidel’s Legacy in Cuba.” The Washington Quarterly 30 (3): 53-65.

Leiken, Robert S. 1990. “Old and New Politics in Managua.” Journal of Democracy 1 (3): 26-38.

Levitsky, Steven S. and Maria Victoria Murillo. 2008. “Argentina: From Kirchner to Kirchner.” Journal of Democracy 19 (2): 16-30.

Mainwaring, Scott. 2006. “The Crisis of Representation in the Andes.” Journal of Democracy 17 (3): 13-27.

Mainwaring, Scott and Timothy R. Scully. 2008. “Latin America: Eight Lessons for Governance.” Journal of Democracy 19 (3): 113-227.

McConnell, Shelley A. 2007. “Nicaragua’s Turning Point.” Current History 106 (697): 83-88.

Roberts, Kenneth M. 2007. “Latin America’s Populist Revival.” SAIS Review 27 (1): 3-15.

Schamis, Hector E. 2002. “Argentina: Crisis and Democratic Consolidation.” Journal of Democracy 13 (2): 81-94.

Schmitter, Philippe and Terry L. Karl. 1991. “What Democracy Is … and Is Not.” Journal of Democracy 2 (3): 75-88.

Skidmore, Thomas E. and Peter H. Smith. 2005. “The Colonial Foundations, 1492-1880s” and “The Transformation of Modern Latin America, 1880s-1990s.” In Modern Latin America, 6th edition. New York: Oxford University Press, 13-67.

Uggla, Fredrik. 2005. “‘For a Few Senators More’? Negotiating Constitutional Changes During Chile’s Transition to Democracy.” Latin American Politics & Society 47 (2): 51-75.

Van Cott, Donna Lee. 2007. “Latin America’s Indigenous Peoples.” Journal of Democracy 18 (4): 127-142.

